
COMMISSION DECISION

of 13 October 2005

amending for the purposes of adapting to the technical progress the Annex to Directive 2002/95/EC
of the European Parliament and of the Council on the restriction of the use of certain hazardous

substances in electrical and electronic equipment

(notified under document number C(2005) 3754)

(Text with EEA relevance)

(2005/717/EC)

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Directive 2002/95/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 27 January 2003 on the
restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in elec-
trical and electronic equipment (1), and in particular Article
5(1)(b) thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Under Directive 2002/95/EC the Commission is required
to evaluate certain hazardous substances prohibited
pursuant to Article 4(1) of that Directive.

(2) Certain materials and components containing lead,
mercury, cadmium, hexavalent chromium, polybro-
minated biphenyls (PBB) or polybrominated diphenyl
ethers (PBDE) should be exempt from the prohibition,
since the elimination or substitution of these hazardous
substances in those specific materials and components is
still impracticable.

(3) Since the risk assessment of DecaBDE, under Council
Regulation (EEC) No 793/93 of 23 March 1993 on the
evaluation and control of the risks of existing
substances (2), has concluded that there is at present no
need for measures to reduce the risks for consumers
beyond those which are being applied already, but addi-
tional studies are required under the risk assessment,
DecaBDE can be exempted until further notice from
the requirements of Article 4(1) of Directive
2002/95/EC. Should new evidence lead to a different
conclusion of the risk assessment, this decision would
be re-examined and amended, if appropriate. In parallel
industry is implementing a voluntary emissions reduction
programme.

(4) Exemptions from the prohibition for certain specific
materials or components should be limited in their
scope, in order to achieve a gradual phase-out of
hazardous substances in electrical and electronic
equipment, given that the use of those substances in
such applications will become avoidable.

(5) Pursuant to Article 5(1)(c) of Directive 2002/95/EC, each
exemption listed in the Annex to that Directive must be
subject to a review at least every four years or four years
after an item is added to the list with the aim of
considering deletion of materials and components of
electrical and electronic equipment if their elimination
or substitution via design changes or materials and
components which do not require any of the materials
or substances refered to in Article 4(1) is technically or
scientifically possible, provided that the negative environ-
mental, health and/or consumer safety impacts caused by
substitution do not outweigh the possible environmental,
health and/or consumer safety benefits thereof. Therefore,
the review of each exemption provided for in this
Decision will be done before 2010.

(6) Pursuant to Article 5(2) of Directive 2002/95/EC, the
Commission has consulted producers of electrical and
electronic equipment, recyclers, treatment operators,
environmental organisations and employee and
consumers associations and forwarded the comments to
the Committee established by Article 18 of Council
Directive 75/442/EEC of 15 July 1975 on waste (3) (the
Committee).

(7) The Commission submitted the measures provided for in
this Decision for vote in the Committee established under
Article 18 of Directive 75/442/EEC on waste on 19 April
2005. There was no qualified majority in favour of these
measures. Thus, in accordance with the procedure set out
in Article 18 of Directive 75/442/EEC, a Proposal for a
Council Decision was submitted to Council on 6 June
2005. Since on the expiry date of the period laid down
in Article 7(2) of Directive 2002/95/EC the Council had
neither adopted the proposed measures nor indicated its
opposition to them in accordance with Article 5(6) of
Council Decision 1999/468/EC of 28 June 1999 laying
down the procedures for the exercise of implementing
powers conferred on the Commission (4) the measures
should be adopted by the Commission,
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(1) OJ L 37, 13.2.2003, p. 19.
(2) OJ L 84, 5.4.1993, p. 1. Regulation as amended by Regulation (EC)

No 1882/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council (OJ
L 284, 31.10.2003, p. 1).

(3) OJ L 194, 25.7.1975, p. 39. Directive as last amended by Regulation
(EC) No 1882/2003.

(4) OJ L 184, 17.7.1999, p. 23.



HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Sole Article

The Annex to Directive 2002/95/EC is amended as set out in the Annex to this Decision.

This Decision is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels, 13 October 2005.

For the Commission
Stavros DIMAS

Member of the Commission
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ANNEX

The Annex to Directive 2002/95/EC is amended as follows:

1. The title is replaced by the following:

‘Applications of lead, mercury, cadmium, hexavalent chromium, polybrominated biphenyls (PBB) or polybrominated
diphenyl ethers (PBDE) which are exempted from the requirements of Article 4(1)’;

2. The following point 9a is added:

‘9a. DecaBDE in polymeric applications;’

3. The following point 9b is added:

‘9b. Lead in lead-bronze bearing shells and bushes’.
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REACH COMPLIANCE 

REGULATION (EC) No 1907/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2006 concerning the Registration, 
Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH), establishing a European Chemicals Agency, amending Directive 
1999/45/EC and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 793/93 and Commission Regulation (EC) No 1488/94 as well as Council Directive 
76/769/EEC and Commission Directives 91/155/EEC, 93/67/EEC, 93/105/EC and 2000/21/EC. 
 

DIRECTIVE 2006/121/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December 2006 amending Council Directive 67/548/EEC 
on the approximation of laws, regulations and administrative provisions relating to the classification, packaging and labelling of dangerous 
substances in order to adapt it to Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 concerning the Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of 
Chemicals (REACH) and establishing a European Chemicals Agency. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 
About B-Lands Consulting 
 

B-Lands Consulting provides consultancy services and LEAP AHEAD® services designed to help 
worldwide organisations comply with European Union regulations.  
 

Our company provides business friendly services on the following European Union environmental regulations: 
 

- REACH (Registration, Evaluation and Authorisation of CHemicals) legislation 
- ELV / VHU (End of Life Vehicle:/ Vehicules Hors d’Usage) legislation 
- EuP (Energy Using Products) legislation 
- WEEE  (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment) legislation 
- RoHS  (Restriction of the use of Hazardous Substances) legislation   

As some EU compulsory requirements are country specific, such as for the WEEE legislation, our services 
are designed to adapt and conform to each country's rules and regulations, while serving both business-to-
business (B2B) and business-to-consumer (B2C) companies.  
 

We assist our customers in determining proper regulation compliance schemes, including collaborative 
schemes involving other businesses such as Substance Information Exchange Forums (SIEFs). 
 

 
Performed services  
 

B-Lands Consulting offers one-stop EU regulations compliance solutions throughput all 27-EU Member 
States. 
 

Services include: 
- EU relevant regulations monitoring. 
- Suppliers chain compliance analysis. 
- Information on products labelling and other manufacturer's obligations. 
- Analysis of the company products distribution system trough all EU states (Subsidiaries, distributors, 

retailers). 
- Audits on manufactured products, chemical substances & preparations (Classifications, exemption 

conditions, etc.). 
- REACH Compliance requirements, risks assessment reports, substances full registration process 
- Design of proposal for cooperation between the client and its EU distributors in any EU member 

state. 
- Conveying products testing through a third party (Testing Labs, certifications) 
- Filling of exemptions petitions on behalf of our clients to the European Commission. 
- A pan European WEEE registration and recycling service for all 27-EU Member States. 
- Handling of all the required paperwork. Contracts, powers of attorney are to be submitted to the 

client for approval and signature. 
 

 
Additional benefits are: 
 

- The implementation and execution of smooth and on schedule compliance overhauls. 
- A single and a consistent corporate solution for all EU compliance requirements. 
- A single entry point for reporting to the EU bodies and registries.  

 


